Species with ranges encompassing a wide range of ecological conditions, such as might be found over a large geographical range, often show local adaptation to those conditions, which may be reflected in external morphology. An aspect of morphology which has received attention recently is asymmetry, and more particularly, fluctuating asymmetry (FA) (some recent reviews include Leary
that FA shows variation within and between populations, it is potentially a useful character in helping to detect heterogeneity in populations.
Episyrphus balteatus Degeer has a large distribution, given by Peck (1988) as: Europe and the former Soviet Union; Asia: Afghanistan, Mongolia, China, Japan; North Africa: Algeria, Egypt; Azores, Canary Islands; Oriental Region; Australia. It has several generations per year and overwinters as an adult female (Dusek & Làska 1986) . The larvae are aphidophagous and the adults are significant pollinators, both of which make this a species of applied interest. Within Europe the population may be migratory, moving north in the spring and south in late summer and autumn (Overgaard-Nielsen 1968 , Svensson & Janzon 1984 . Indeed, the majority of some northern populations, such as the British, may be migratory rather than resident (Stubbs & Falk 1983 , Verlinden & DeCleer 1987 . This would tend to disrupt local adaptation, possibly reflected in morphological homogeneity across European populations.
We present an analysis of geographical variation in E. balteatus, including for the first time consideration of asymmetry, to investigate the extent of homogeneity in this species in Europe, Morocco and Madeira. An examination was conducted of morphological variation in Episyrphus balteatus (DeGeer) (Diptera: Syrphidae) from nine sites in the UK, Germany, Morocco and Madeira. Variation in total length, thorax width, wing length and asymmetry in wing length (males exhibited directional asymmetry, while females exhibited fluctuating asymmetry) was reduced to two factors (using principal components analysis), one of which represented size and the other asymmetry. These factors were then used in analyses of variance between sites. There was significant variation in size but not asymmetry between sites for both males and females. Post-hoc comparisons suggest that Madeiran males are relatively small, and females from one UK site were relatively large, but that overall there is considerable homogeneity between sites. We tentatively suggest that the Madeiran population may be resident. (1994, 1996) . A mixed arable farm. vi Rostherne Mere NNR, Cheshire, UK, SJ745842
(53º21'N, 2º23'W). A freshwater lake surrounded by mixed arable farmland and woodland. 
